


Her biography

This is Natasha Tonkin. Natasha was born in Darwin, Australia. Her mother was born in

She received a Bachelor of Arts in Character Animation and a Master of Arts in
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short animations.




Her work is not easy, but she loves it. She has made 8 short films: a mix of personal short film and
ordered film. Her graduation film « Téte-a-téte » premiered at Annecy film festival in 2017 and has
been screened at more than fifty festivals.

She is currently developing another short movie and she hopes to make more films and longs ones
in future.
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Summary of «Téte-a-téte »

This movie is about family relations, problems, and infidelity through addiction of technology.

Kerry’s sister, Alex, invites her to dinner. During the meal, she constantly looks at her phone and
take pictures all three of them. It’s unconsciously competition for likes. She

doesn’t care about her family. Alex and Steve, her husband, argue about their daughter, Ana. Alex

suspects Steve to be unfaithful: because a woman calls Steve and he lies, he claims it is a job call.
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The next day, with a flash back of Kerry’s life we see that she doesn’t have any husband and
children. She doesn’t have a family of her own.

Kerry reads a story to Ana and deletes the photo. Kerry rea petter to
niece than spending most other time surfing on the internet.




Kerry decides to put her family first to the disadvantage of her virtual life.

The film underlines perversity of social networks.




Technical analysis of this film

1.In this scene, Natasha Tonkin uses graphics, which are used throughout the film.

This second-by-second photo technique is called stop-motion.

The placement of each character on each side frames the shot, which is a medium shot.
When the women are talking, Tonkin uses point of view shots from across the two sides of the
table. We get the impression of real conversation between real people. In one scene, photos,




2.In this second scene, Tonkin uses a medium/wide shot to show Kerry and her niece at the table.

The shot widens by zooming out.
In another scene, Kerry reads a story to her niece while simultaneously checking her phone, but at

the focus on the girls. With the zoom out technique, the shot becomes

wider to show the parents, who are distracted by their own phones. Natasha uses stop motion too.
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She comes to the sad realization that despite all her niece’s photos and posts, she is actually sad
and lonely. Natasha uses flashback: she inserts episodes of a past into the scene dealing with her
present life. The flashback is like a slideshow of Kerry’s life.




Critique of this film
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;;,5 The collage and drawing techniques in
this film are uncommon, which adds
authenticity to the film.

nowadays.

The dialogues are comprehensible, thanks to

F@ You may not like the film because of the
graphics: they are not realistic. The use
of paper characters doesn’t show full

wouldn’t like « Téte-a-téte ». They wouldn’t
go to the cinema to watch it.

You may not like the general theme of this
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